      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 21st May 2018 in Rufford Village Hall
Present: Cllrs.Atkinson, Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance, Skinley
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham   
There were two members of the public.

547/18 To consider a new chairman.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Gordon as Chairman for another twelve months who then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

548/18  To receive apologies:
Cllr. Fairclough
Cllr. Taylor
LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope
549/18         To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16th April 2017.                
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th April 2017 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
550/18         To receive Declaration of Interest
Cllr. Pickavance would abstain on voting on planning application 2018/0259. Land to the West of Oasis Close, Rufford and 2018/0210/FUL Roseacre House, Sluice Lane, Rufford due to personal interest.
551/18      To consider voting on of a vice chairman.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Cummings  as Vice Chairman for twelve months.

552/18  To consider voting in of the Parish Council committee. (see enclosed Election of Councillors 2018)

It was resolved the Council voted in the Parish Council Committee for twelve months.
553/18  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
The meeting was adjourned.
The Village Society brought in the silver trowel recently purchased to commemorate the construction of the Parish Church, St. Mary’s Rufford. They also stated a brass band concert was being held at St. Mary’s Church, Rufford on 16th June 2018. Tickets £5 and £2.50. The monies obtained were going towards the purchase of the trowel.

The Village Society also thanked the Parish Council for the £300 donation towards the purchase of the trowel.

A member of the public complained about a noise issue at the hairdressers over the pharmacy at Rufford.

The council noted the information.

The meeting was reconvened.

554/18      To consider planning applications as below:

NONE

Ongoing planning appeals.

NONE

Ongoing planning

2017/1198/FUL  Land to the Northwest of Mere Farm, Holmeswood Road.

Construction of an agricultural storage building.
2018/0259 Land  to the west of Oasis Close, Rufford
Erection of 29 dwellings (25 houses and 4 apartments), garages, estate road and related development.
2018/0210/FUL  Roseacre House, Sluice Lane, Rufford

Demolition of existing dwelling and new replacement 5 bedroom dwelling.

2018/0261/FUL 75, Causeway Lane, Rufford

Single storey extension to rear of dwelling.

Planning decision granted
2018/0131/FUL  9, The Hawthornes, Rufford.

First floor extension above garage.

2018/0144/FUL 4, Hesketh Drive, Rufford.

Single storey extension to side and rear.

Planning decisions refused.

NONE
555/18      To authorise payments of the following accounts:

022278  K Newsham Clerk pension arrears to April 2018                            £910.52

022279   Rufford Village Society – historic trowel donation                        £300.00

022280   K Newsham salary, expenses and admin.                                        £680.86

022281   Ray Wilkins  park maintenance  April 2018                                    £172.50
It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.

556/18

Public works loan board paid  16th April 2018                                        £2,879.54
The council noted the information.
557/18

Submission of annual return for the financial year ending 31st March 2018 to the Council’s Internal auditors.

The council noted the information.

558/18  Code of Conduct workshop
The Clerk distributed legal forms for all councillors to sign and return to the clerk within 14 days. All councillors were asked to attend a code of conduct training event at WLBC Tuesday, 19th June 2018 6.30 pm to 8.30 pm. The Clerk would inform Jill Ryan Member Services Civic Support Officer WLBC of their confirmations.

The council noted the information.

559/18   Neighbourhood Plan and Landscape Character Assessment.

The clerk explained a meeting was arranged at the Church Hall Wednesday, 23rd May 2018 11 am with Jackie Copley, planning officer CPRE to explain the above with costs etc.
It was resolved by the council to proceed with the Landscape Character Assessment firstly and all councillors were asked to attend the meeting who were available.
560/18  Flood Risk
Cllr Gordon stated the clerk had sent letters out to the E.A. and United Utilities under the Freedom of Information Act requesting certain information. The clerk would keep the council updated when he receives a reply.

The council noted the information.

561/18    Highways and footpaths
The clerk advised the council that the long-term water leaking out of a manhole cover located to No.7 Cousins Lane, Rufford has now been fixed. LCC Highways attended the problem on 16th May 2018 and cleared out tree roots in the gully which had caused the blockage. LCC Highways will continue to monitor the gully. The clerk would like to thank Amanda Downes LCC, for her assistance.

The Council noted the information.
562/18   Public footpaths  
NONE

563/18       Village Halls

            Rufford
 Cllr Gordon stated the potholes on the driveway to the Village Hall would be tarmaced by the contractor on Saturday 26th May 2018
The council noted the information.

            Holmeswood
Cllr Cummings stated the damaged manhole covers on the driveway have now been replaced.

The council noted the information.

564/18      Recreation grounds
The clerk asked the council for permission for Rufford & Holmeswood FC Under 13s to use the recreation ground for their annual fun day and presentations on Saturday 7th July 2018 12pm – 4pm
It was resolved by the council to give permission for the football club to use the recreation ground for their annual fun day and presentations.
Cllr Gordon is continuing to make enquiries with Steve Kent, Leisure Operations manager, about the purchasing of the land on Highsands Ave. and land off Flash lane. The land off Flash lane is currently rented by the parish council by way of a tenancy from 1969 at a rent of £2 per year.

It was resolved by the council for Cllr. Gordon to pursue these items and keep the parish council updated.

565/18        Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NONE
566/18    Village Society/ Friends of Rufford Station
A letter was read out by the clerk from the Rufford Village Society thanking the parish council for their kind donation of £300 towards the cost of purchasing the commemorative silver trowel dated 1869.
The council noted this information.
567/18  To note and approve the clerk’s report.

NONE
568/18       To note police information
NONE
569/18     To note the date of the next meeting  of the Parish Council Meeting scheduled for 18th June  2018.
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 18th June 2018
Chairman closed the meeting  at 8.35pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
